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House of Representatives

The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Friday, January 31, 2014, at 3 p.m.

The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable CHRIS-
TOPHER MURPHY, a Senator from the
State of Connecticut.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal Spirit, we don’t know all
that this day holds, but we know that
You hold this day in Your sovereign
hands. Lord, we praise You, that even
though we only have a feeble hold on
You, You have a mighty grasp on us.

Guide our lawmakers across their
toiling hours, illuminating their mo-
ments with the light of Your wisdom.
Lord, empower them to live with integ-
rity and wisdom amid the corruption
that seeks to keep them from glori-
fying You. May they be unafraid to
contend steadfastly for truth, as You
give them the ability to see it. Use
their labors to hasten the day when
justice and understanding will encom-
pass our world.

We pray in Your great Name. Amen.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Presiding Officer led the Pledge

of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————
APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
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to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, January 30, 2014.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable CHRISTOPHER MURPHY,
a Senator from the State of Connecticut, to
perform the duties of the Chair.

PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore.

Mr. MURPHY thereupon assumed the
Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized.

PROPOSED IRS REGULATIONS

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, ear-
lier this week President Obama ex-
plained to the American people what
he hopes to accomplish in the year

ahead, and I think it is safe to say that
despite the hype, there was not a whole
lot in this year’s State of the Union
that would do much to alleviate the
concerns and anxieties of most Ameri-
cans. There was not anything in there
that would really address the kind of
dramatic wage stagnation we have seen
over the past several years among the
middle class or the increasingly dif-
ficult situation people find themselves
in trying to find stable, good-paying
jobs. There was no creative proposal
for increasing mobility or opportunity
for folks who need it most.

Even more remarkable, the President
completely ignored the serious hard-
ship that folks in Kentucky and just
about everywhere else in the country
are dealing with right now as a result
of his health care law. He just blew
right past it like it was not even hap-
pening.

There are serious issues that demand
a serious response, and if for some rea-
son the President doesn’t want to face
up to them or offer meaningful solu-
tions, Republicans certainly will. We
have a lot of creative ideas on our side
that speak to the day-to-day concerns
of middle-class Americans. In the
months ahead we will keep talking
about them. In fact, just this morning
the House Republican leadership
reached out to the President in an ef-
fort to solicit his help in encouraging
the Democratic leadership in the Sen-
ate to take up House-passed bills that
do the types of things the President
said the other night he supports.
Maybe that would be a good use of the
President’s phone and his pen.
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